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Dear colleagues, 

Thank you very much for joining us in this webinar at a time 

when the epidemic is still serious, to discuss how to strengthen 

cooperation and common development between China and African 

countries in the post-epidemic era. I would like to share with you my 

observations on this topic. 

    As we all know, the pandemic, which is not seen in a century, has 

had enormous impact on the global economic development. The 

world economy is likely to see negative growth this year. It is 

inevitable that the Belt and Road Initiative is also affected by the 

epidemic. Due to measures like travel ban, social distancing and 

restrictions on the movement of people, many BRI projects under 

construction are temporarily suspended. Some people are even 

worried about the future of the initiative. 



However, we are pleased to find that the importance of the BRI 

as a global public product has also been demonstrated in this epidemic, 

and its early achievements are showing positive effects in helping to 

fight the epidemic and stabilize the global economy. The prospects of 

the BRI should not be underestimated. Although the epidemic has 

almost brought the economy of many countries to a standstill, the BRI 

projects have bucked the trend and continuously made new 

progress. According to statistics from the Ministry of Commerce of 

China, in the first half of this year, China's non-financial direct 

investment in BRI countries reached 8.12 billion US dollars, an 

increase of 19.4 percent over the same period of last year. Chinese 

enterprises have signed 2,289 contracts for overseas projects in 59 

countries along the Belt and Road routes, with a total value of 60.56 

billion US dollars, which accounts for 56.3% of the newly signed 

contracts for China's overseas projects in the same period. 

At the High-level Video Conference on Belt and Road 

International Cooperation held on June 18 this year, Chinese President 

Xi Jinping reaffirmed China's commitment to BRI international 

cooperation and pointed out that promoting connectivity and 

upholding openness and inclusiveness is the only way to deal with the 

global crisis and achieve long-term development. International 

cooperation in BRI projects can play an important role. 



Dear colleagues and friends, 

China and Africa share the same development concepts, have 

aligned development strategies and may complement each other by 

making use of their respective development advantages. At present, 

infrastructure is still one of the biggest bottlenecks in the development 

of the African continent. Therefore, many African development 

strategies put infrastructure development in an important 

position. From this perspective, the BRI has a lot in common with 

these development strategies. For example, the Agenda 2063, adopted 

by the African Union in 2015, places special emphasis on improving 

infrastructure on the African continent and promoting 

industrialization to build a prosperous Africa, which is broadly 

consistent with the ideas of strengthening infrastructure construction 

to promote connectivity, policy communication and capacity 

cooperation advocated by the Belt and Road Initiative. As for South 

Africa, the BRI and South Africa's "Phakisa" plan also have a lot in 

common, and the two sides can strengthen cooperation in marine 

development. 

In addition, the effective implementation of the African 

Continental Free Trade Area Agreement, which was signed by 54 

member countries of the African Union and entered into force in 2019, 

also depends on the progress of interconnectivity in the 



region. However, at present, the lack of investment in connectivity 

and infrastructure in African countries has seriously hindered the 

development of regional free trade. Only by increasing infrastructure 

investment in Africa and improving regional connectivity can we 

effectively promote intra-African trade, establish the single market, 

and promote economic integration and rapid growth in Africa. 

According to the African Development Bank, infrastructure 

development in Africa needs 130 billion US dollars to 170 billion US 

dollars a year, with a funding gap of somewhere between 68 billion 

US dollars and 108 billion US dollars. Under this circumstance, the 

Silk Road Fund makes it possible for African countries to obtain loans 

to improve infrastructure. Up to now, 35 African countries have 

carried out infrastructure financing cooperation with China. Nigeria, 

Angola, Sudan and Ethiopia are the biggest recipients of the funding. I 

believe that the international cooperation between China and Africa 

under the framework of Belt and Road Initiative will bring important 

opportunities for the improvement of this situation. 

In fact, in the seven years since the launch of the BRI, it has 

played a prominent role in improving infrastructure construction in 

Africa. For example, the port of Mombasa, which is already in 

operation, and the port of Lamu, Kenya, which is under construction, 

will lay a solid foundation for raising the import and export level of 



countries in the region and promoting the integration of the African 

economy into the global economy. The construction of transport 

infrastructure such as the Tanzania-Zambia Railway, the Addis 

Ababa-Djibouti Railway, the Mombasa-Nairobi Railway and the 

Abuja-Kaduna Railway have led to the joint development of 

Africa. The ecological projects such as the water diversion project of 

Lake Chad will reactivate the "scuba" in the central zone of Africa, 

completely addressing the displacement of more than 3 million people 

in the region. BRI is also increasingly becoming a catalyst for African 

regional economic integration and enhancing its competitiveness. A 

study sponsored by the United Nations Economic Commission for 

Africa found that if the new BRI projects are put to good use, East 

Africa's exports could increase by 192 million US dollars a year. The 

African Development Bank believes that Africa is well positioned to 

get some funding from the BRI and integrate it into the African 

Union's infrastructure master plan. 

The Belt and Road Initiative was put forward by China and 

aimed at promoting global common development. After years of 

implementation, more and more African friends have gained a better 

understanding of the initiative, which has made this cooperation 

initiative popular in Africa. Togolese President Faure said that the Belt 

and Road Initiative can help the world economy out of its 



development difficulties and bring prosperity and development 

opportunities to poor countries. Kenyan President Kenyatta pointed 

out that the Belt and Road Initiative has great potential for cooperation 

and can enable participating countries to achieve mutual benefit and 

win-win results. That is why Kenya and the whole African continent 

are willing to deepen cooperation with China. Dolana Msimang, 

South African ambassador to China, said that the countries 

participating in BRI are devoting themselves to build infrastructure, 

railway networks, roads and bridges, and improve transport systems. 

This is the positive energy to connect the world and lead the world 

forward in a positive direction. In 2018, we conducted an public 

opinion survey in four African countries, including Senegal, Rwanda, 

South Africa and Mauritius. According to the survey, 48% of the 

respondents agreed that the initiative would help enhance investment 

and trade cooperation among countries and regions along the Belt and 

Road routes. 44% of the respondents think that the BRI can help 

strengthen infrastructure connectivity, and 43% of them think that the 

BRI can help deepen cooperation between participating countries. 

At present, the Covid-19 epidemic has cast a shadow over the 

world economy, including African economy. But we believe that the 

epidemic will be defeated, and how to achieve economic recovery as 

soon as possible in the post-epidemic era should be our focus. I 



believe that the Belt and Road Initiative will play an important role in 

promoting economic recovery. As the Nigerian scholar Charles 

Onunaiju recently pointed out in his article "Africa and Post-Covid-

19 Recovery" published in The Sun, "efforts to revive the economy in 

the post-epidemic era will significantly boost trade and increase 

domestic productivity, which requires the use of efficient 

infrastructure". As key partners of the BRI, African countries can 

achieve economic recovery through more active participation in the 

BRI cooperation in the post-epidemic era. We believe that at that time, 

the Belt and Road will become a road of growth to unleash 

development potential. 

Dear colleagues and friends, 

As a researcher from a think tank, I propose that think tanks in 

China and Africa establish closer relations in order to promote the 

development of China and Africa in the post-epidemic era. We have 

worked together with the Human Sciences Research Council and 

African Union Development Agency in organizing this event, in 

hopes of making some contribution to the closer relations between 

think tanks of both sides. By strengthening personnel exchanges and 

sharing views, we can carry out joint research on important topics 

such as economic recovery in the post-epidemic era, social 

governance, and the alignment between the Belt and Road Initiative 



and Agenda 2063, so as to draw on each other's strengths, contribute 

our wisdom for the common development of China and Africa, and 

make greater contributions to the common well-being of the Chinese 

and African people. Our academy stands ready to work with all of you 

to make due contributions. 

    Thank you! 


